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Ba eftly contend fo 0 Farb, ada 
7 "Was once delivered" 70 the. Saints: 


HE glorious goſpel of 0 our fafv: 
tion, bke its bleſſed author, abides 

in :t/elf unalterably the ſame, heat 

a ſucceſſion of ages, and a. perpetual mu- 

tation of manners and cuſtoms; nor hag 

BH the obfltinacy of the unbelieving Jew, the 
151 bloody ſword of Mahomed, or 

ak of popery and blind ſuper 

been able to r its brightizeſs, or Ex- 

uſtre, It has made its way Ws 2 

thro the united. oppo ofition of arian herefy, — 

and arminian fubtility, and like a 1 

+ ty torrent has borne down all r 233 

ments, and carried every obſtacle before 

it, and is ſtill to day as heretofore, the _ 

g Ah. _ ang ant ws to every one l 

that believet to the Jew fir and alſo to | 
the Greek. ( a) a Is 5 


And as it is che ſame in itſelf, the 1 _—_ Nod 
"5h ception it meets with in the world is ſtill 
TS the ſame ; it is to day as yeſterday, 
" | to the Jews a e block, and to the 
5 | Greeks 


= (a) Rom. i, 16 
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is the treatment of thoſe who publiſh it 3 
where the truth as it is in Jeſus; 1sfimply; 
narrated without the flowers of pomppus 
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uſe, 6 but unto hem wh 


505 Roi 
called, both Jews and Gretks,.«.. the 

power of God, and the 22 of God. oY 
7 8 as is the reception of the goſpel, ſuch 


erudition, the preacher muſt be content 


do paſs for an illiterate dunce, or à cant- 


ing coxcomb; if he adorns the heavenly. 
doctrine with elegancy of ſtyle, and deri 
diction, poor man, much Ruf ning has made 


Him mad. (c) Nor is there àa more certain 


way to contempt, reproach, and perſecu- 
tion, than for a man to become an honeſt 
zealous preacher, or a ſincere and "MAT 


| profeſſor | of the goſpel of Chriſt. 


Bur, intimidated by theſe things; mall 


Ve baſely deny the Lord of glory, and 


havi vin ee our hands unto” Jehovas 
ſhall we daſtardly. deſert his cauſe?: Far 
be it from us. May every true diſeiple 


of Jeſus ſay with honeſt Peter, though 


ſhould die with thee I will not leave thee 
or deny thee. Aided by the grace of God, 


O chriſtian believer, through which thou 1 
ſhalt do valiantly, and animated by the 


proſpect. of a reward, nqt more glorious 
than certain; urge thy way through evil 


report, and good report, through all the 
ſcorn and contempt that a degenerate 


world, and a diſſolute * can 8 * 


0 1 Cor. i, 23, 24. 0) AQs xxvi, 2. 
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on os . lookin unto. , Jeſus the, wothor- 
ptain of, our: e who —— 5 
3 contradiction of ſinners gi, 
Ma. nor withdrew from the field of 
engagement till he had proclaimed aloud. 
for the conſolation of all his followers, *4 5h 
1S FINISHED, and ceffit victoria wittis. 
inſpired by the hope of a glorious reward, 
a crown of life that fadeth not, preſs on 
towards the mark, for the prize of the 
high calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus, ear- 
29 contending for the faith once delivered 
to the ſaints. In treating this ſubject, my 
work will be 1ſt, To explain,2d, Toenforce. 


ſt. Let us enquire what chi faith i is, 
which was once, delivered to the ſaints, 
and which we are exhorted earneſtly to 
contend for. Faith is ſometimes. taken 
for a profeſſion of the goſpel in general, 
ſo Rom. i. 8. I thank my God through Je- 
fus Chrift for you all, that your FAITH 1s 
Jpoken of throughout the whole world, Some. 
times faith 1 is put for the faithfulneſs of 
God. Rom. iii. 3. For what if ſome did 
not believe ? Shall their unbelief make the 
FAITH of God without effect? Faith again 
1s put for Chriſt, and his righteouſneſs, 
the meritorious eue of our juſtification. 
Rom. v. 1ſt. Therefore being juſtified by 
 FAI TH we have peace with God. And laſt- 
ly, faith is put for the ſpecial doctrines of 
the goſpel, ſo when F. elix came with his uiſe 
IF lla, 
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Ob Aces xiv. 24. Ar this ſenſe 
ie text uſech it, pany contending for 5 
#e PAL TH", once de li 5 | 19 5 the » JOE Hs 


| - We thall. therefors in 76; 
10 a What thoſe Seba, ary, it 
graciou n Wotan 


36 robes this faith may ybe beſt dende 
+ OS 


"ck Erding che firſt enquiry, L e 
e the wary pilot, who eyeing his 
chart, hereby directs the ſhip. ; in ſafety 
through the pachlels ocean, till he gains 
the With. d for, and intended port; ſo I, dif- 
regarding human traditions, from a per- 
ſuaſion that the religion of the proteſtants, 
is wholly contained in the bible, and that 
every doctrine propoſed as an article of 
faith not recorded there, (be the authori- 
ty propoſing ever ſo venerable,) ought to 
be rejected, lay open the ſacred pages, and 
call upon you who hear me this day, to 
attend the diſcourſe, at leaſt this part of i 0 | 
with your eyes upon the written word. 


| ſt. The fall of man, is a doctrine ears 
2% to be contended for. Adam, as the 
atural and Fn head of all has poſter 
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Lord, and righeful legiflator, and hereb - 
forfeited both for himſelf and his of- 
fpring, all the bleſſings then poſſeſſod, and 
promiſed to his obedience,” and became 
Lable to the penalty dhreatened to his diſ- 
obedience, in the day thou eateft thereof, thou 
ſhalt furcly die. (a) And by the one of- 
fence of this one man, w Thom (5). all 
have ſinned, judgment came upon al men 
to condemnation. For as Levi paid tithes 
in Abraham, being yet in his loins, ſo 
the poſterity of Adam being yet in his 
loins, ſinned in him. In conſequence f 
| this, wwe are concerved in ſin, and ſhapen in 
iniquity. (c) We are born, and are by #@- 
ture children of wrath,(d) and deſerve the 
damnation of hell when we firſt come in- 
to the world, for being polluted and de- 
filed we are unmeet for heaven, and the 
enjoyment of that God who is immacu- 


, 


lately pure; and being guilty, are ob- 


noxious to his inflexible juſtice. 


The effects of that ruin brought upon 
the world by this dreadful lapſe, have |; 
been awfully glaring in every period of 
time; how early had the ſwelling floods 
of impiety and ungodlineſs deluged the 
world, and indrenched the whole human 
race in the whirlpool of ruin! God ſaw 
that the wickedneſs of man was great in the 
; EE = 


(a) Gen. ii, 179, (5) 2 pro 2, vide Mar. il, 4. 
Heb. ix, 10, 17. (e). PI. li, 5. (4) Eph. ii, 3. | 


evrth, "and eber e Le 9 801 W 
74 „ thoughts 770 Fig War W s only pores no me 1 
1 ture of good, nothing ut pure evil, cas 

N  #inually, (col- hajom) all the day. (e) An 


ſio odious was this univerſal depratity ix 
a r 
th the eyes of infinite purity, that the Lord 


1 is ſaid to have repented that he had made > 
28 man upon the earth, and therefore brought 
a flood of water upon the ungodly world. 
Ii! | Nor is the propenſity to evil, leſs manifeſt 
nn this age, than in chat. Who feels nor 
- the depravity of his own heart, has the 


greater cauſe to lament the force of his 


1 aiſeaſe, and to bewail the torpid inſenſ- 3 
MI bility of his own mind; and men's miſ- 
110 taken boaſts of priſtine rectitude and pu- 
| |. frity, are moſt DING, 5 of blind= W 
| Ti 9 þ neſs and depravity. {> ee ee 


(e) hu. 4 . 


1 Man's natural. i to perform 
Vorxks pleaſing and acceptable to God, 1s 2 

I: a further. corroborating proof, of man's 
118 delapſe from a ſtate of rectitude and fa: 

1 | vour. The pride and ignorance of man 

| | | | may ſuggeſt to him, that he hath ability p- 
Jail | ſufficient” for the performance of much, 
4 fo that one may ſay, I thank thee that [am ll 
| Fl}! not as other men are, I faſt, I grve tithes, F i 
13 pray often, &c. And another, all theſe 

| 7 | - things] have obſerved from my youth up, &c/ |, 
121 And yet the one, and the other, be reject- 
1 ed as abominable hypocrites before Gods 

FJ} who as themſelves are altogether — Ra 
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"Yo will allow at: or nature is much 
hürt by the fall of 6 eee . 0 
And dur e is with ther; 
15 £Y but yet ſuppoſe we are inveſted with ſome 
— 8 1 which-God will regard, and 
= roportionably gratify. But this notion 
is manifeſtly the effect of ignorance, and 
Want of attention to the word of Gad, 
which, informs us, that when we err 
duden Rrehgth, Ke. 600 Here is no inti- 


, . ©: 
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„and that we are capable of doing 


mation of ſtrengthdiminithed, but ſtrength 


deſtroyed, not of a little power, | 


is and di 3 to a man 


the moſt 


totally devoid of ſtrength, it is equally 


practicable to lift a feather, or to wield a 


mountain, to move a mole- hill, or create 
a world. Man's nature being totally de- 


praved; and all his powers utterly debi- 


_ to perform the Jeaft, is as much 


mpoſſible for him as to pay an exact and 


full 4pm to che” 1 und: Lei law 
of . God. 2145 * 


Meese 2% 8 pf power: 


be granted, that a fallen child of Adam 


had an ability to perform a ſpiritual ſer- 
vice in proportion to his ſtrength; yet in 
conſequence of our fall, the 22s want- 
ing to Ferm that ſervice, which is a 


** 5 * 


11 laiv, 6. (3) Rom. v, 6. 


1 all ; 
mpdcbnicy- ; and were there is no ability, 
the eaſieſt. taſk is equally, impoſſible, as 


ſoul al being e 7 the l 2 of God; (9 5 
through fin and diſobedience. - Nor is it 
in the power of human eloquence, / ſo to 
depict and repreſent the glories of the in- 

Jviſible world, as to conquer this obſtinacy 7 
of the will, till the omnipotent Jel > 
exert his power for this end and purpoſe. (d) 
Man naturally refuſes ſubjection to God, 
and his holy law, and the language of 
His heart is, like chat of the proud Egyp- 

tian prince, who zs the Lord, that I ſhould 
obey his voice? (a) Or, depart from us, for 

ave defire not the knowledge of thy ways. (b 
For inſpiration itſelf affirms, that the car- 
nal mind is enmity againſt Cod, for it 1s not 
fubjeft to the law of God, neither indeed can 

be. (c) Hence it comes to paſs, that man 
in his natural ſtate, can neither have plea- 
ſure in the ſervice of God, nor can God 
be pleaſed with his ſervice. He can have 
no pleaſure in the ſervice of God, becauſe 
he has an enmity in his heart againſt Ws - 
and it is not poſſible he can at the ſame 
time hate and r the ſame object. Nor 
can God be pleaſed with his ſervice; be- 
cauſe he does it nor in faith and love, and 
without faith, 10 15 * to pleaſe him. (d) 
Hence, 
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(e) Eph. iv, 18. (d) Pl. cx, 3. (e) v, 2. 
Ai, j14; (c) Rom. vii, 7. (4) Heb. xb, 6; - 


(5) % 


noxious to the wrath of God as the du 
deſert of their ſin am e oP the 
whole world is guilty before God, and de- 
ſerving of damnation; therefore if any 
are ſa ved, it is intirely of the free grace, 
and the unmerited mercy of the Lord, for, 
dae are juſtified freely by his grace, throu gh 
the redemption that is in Chriſt Jeſus, —— N 
God hath ſet forth te be a propitiation through 
faith in his blood. (e) Lay thine hand up- 
on thy mouth therefore, O my. guilty 
brother, and be humbled in the gm 
fore thy righteous maker, ſay unto him 
in the humbleaccents of a vile and worth- 
| leſs creature, God be merciful to me a ſinner, 
I am depraved and polluted in my. inmoſt 
ſoul, Lord heal me, ſprinkle me with wa- 
ter that 1 may be clean, waſh me in the 
blood of Jefus that I may be purified. 
Communicate power O God unto a poor 
enfeebled creature, that I may be enabled 
to perform thy holy and acceptable will; 
remove the enmity from my mind, and 
overcome the obſtinacy of my will, ſhed 
light O Lord on my underſtanding, and 
ſhew me my ruined condition, reconcile 
me to thy ſelf, in and through Jeſus thy 
well beloved Son, and help me to believe 
to the ſalvation of my ſoul. 


2d, Another point of doctrine which 

muſt be earneſtly contended for, is, ſal- 

„„ vation 
(e Rom. iii, 24; 25. | 
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tes by grace. This point is — 
clear a light by the apoſtle» Paul, that t 
is amazing how any one can read li 


piſtles, and ſubſeribe to chem n * 
cal, yet deny this doctrine. Tt Him that 


- oben: the reward, ſaith he, 7 2s not rect 


oned of grace, but of debt; If ſalvation-as 
to be procured by the works of our oπn 
righteouſneſs, heaven and glory are a debt 


the righteous reward of a work done, 


which is a way of obtaining life the ſcrip- 


ture knows nothing of; for our bible af- 


firms, eternal liſe to be the giſt of God. (a) And 
grace as it is uſed by the apoſtle, and op- 
poſed to Works, muſt be intirely free, o- 
therwiſe it is not grace at all; and as ſal⸗ 
vation 1 of grace, it is no more of works, 


1 otherwiſe grace, is no more grace; - but af it 


be of works, then it is no more of grace, o- 


 therwy/e work is no more work, (b) 


Nor is grace only free, | but ſovereign, 
and efficacious alſo. Sovereign, as it o- 
perates where and when, the God of grace 
pleaſeth ; for paſſing by the tall and tower- 
ing cedars, viz. the rich, the mighty, and 
the wiſe of the world. how often doth 
it's ſalutary influences bedew and fructify 


the mean and deſpicable ſhrub, viz. 20 


baſe and fooliſh of the world, and the 
praiſe of God is perfected from the mouths 
of babes and ſucklings. FEffcacious, not 
C onſtraining men to be ſaved againſt 3 
will, 


() Rom. vi, 23, (5) Rom. xi, 6th. | 


ſaved... Not violentiy and forcibly bend- 
ing the will, but ſhedding ſuch jog on 
the underſtanding, and ſo rectifying. the 
judgment, that the will in a reaſonable 

creature cannot but attend to, and obey 
its dictates. Hence, by the efficacy 15 

grace a thorough change is effected in — 
whole man, the darkneſs that in time paſt 
occupied the mind, is now diſſipated and 
diſpelled before the light of ſovereign 
grace, as flee the ſhades before the golden 
Chariot of the ſun. Sin, that heretofore 
as the accurſed offspring of ſatan filled 
its uſurped throne in the heart, is now 
with ſhame depoſed, and grace ſuperla- 
tive, erects its throne, and holds domini- 
on in the ſoul new born. (c) | 


Here is a point of doctrine biin 
worth contending for, ſalvation free as 
compleat, and as compleat as free. Be not 

aſhamed to defend this, you have bible 
proof for the truth of it. By grace ye are 
ſaved, (d) not of works, but through faith, 
and even that alſo is the gift of God. He 
hath Javed us and called us with an holy cal- 
. ling, not according to our own works, but ac- 
cording to his own purpoſe, and grace, which 
Was given us mn Chriſt Jeſus, bejore the world 
began. (e) Not by. works of righteoujneſs, 
which we have done, but according to his 
mercy he Javed us by the waſhing of regene- 
ö | r ation, 
(e) Rom, V, 20, 21, (4) Eph, ii, 5,8, (e) 2 Tun. i, 9. 
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Hl. 4 M4 
ration, | afid * 4 renewing ' of the. Holy 
e Salvation, ſaith he 2 of Iſra- 
el, egen to the Lord, (g) to him there 
fore give all the glory. He is the founder 
of the glorious edifice, by him the ſuper- 
ſtructure riſes, in ſpig ht of- all mountain 
oppoſition, and his hands ſhall 2 forth 
the top ſtone with err a IG __ 
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3d. The atonement and fatisfation of 
Chriſt is another point of doctrine it be- 
hoves believers earneſtly to contend for. 
Ruin and deſtruction were brought upon 
the world by the fin of the firſt Adam, 
but the ſecond Adam, who is the Lord 
rom heaven, by his obedience and righte- 
ouſneſs, brings life and ſalvation to all 


the ſeed. He has opened a way of acceſfs 


to offended Majeſty, and by his own moſt 
precious blood, hath conſecrated a new 
and living way into the ſanctum ſanctorum. 
Poor helpleſs ſinner, in Jeſus thou haſt an 
almighty Saviour, one who thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God, himſelf being 
in the form of God, although, from the 
intenſeneſs of his love to his people, he 
made TY If of no reputation, (a) and took 
upon 
) Tit. (g) PL. ii, 8. (a) Phillip. ji, 7. 
X, he pl, &c. Videtur autem mihi Paulus allu- 
dere ad verba Dan. ĩ ix, 26, ubi diettur Meſſias ſic exinaniendus 
ut ei nihil ſuperſit, i. e. quaſi in nihilum fit redigendus Be- 
in loc The apoſtle ſeems to me in this place, to allude to 
Dan ix, 26, where it is ſaid, that Meſſias ſhould be ſo ut- 


terly emptied, that cen Io that he ſhould have nothing re- 
maiuing, that is, thould be reduced as it were to nothing. 


upon him the form ef 
* . = , F Py 1 
8 ö E 9 2 * 


4 a man, he humbled. himſelf,” and became 
obedient unto death, euen the death of tbe 
_ croſs, painful and moſt ignominious. 
le graciouſly eſpouſed our cauſe, and 
became our ſurety, and the infinite debt 
we ſtood engaged for, HE, from pure, 
matchleſs, and diſintereſted love, under- 
took to diſcharge, and therefore was 
wounded for Our tranſgreſſions, WAS bruiſed 25 
for our iniquities, the chaſtiſement of our peace 
Wat upon him, and by his ſtripes we are 
_ healed.(b) Angels are loſt in admiration | 
at this ſtrange philanthropy, and attempt 
in vain to explore the myſterious cauſe of 
{uch myſterious and unfathomable love. 
Such was the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
that although he was rich, yet for our Jakes 
He became poor, that we, creatures utterly 
1mpoyeriſhed and undone, through his po- 
werty might be made rich, Glorious grace, 
matchleſs love! Jeſus the God was made 
a man, that we men might. become the 
tons of God. HE was reproached that 
we might be honoured, became mean that 
we might become mighty, was bound and 
buffeted, that we might obtain releaſe from 
the bondage of ſin and ſatan, and died 
a curſed death, that we might live a glo- 
rious and bleſſed life in the enjoyment of 
him for ever. TRE prophet foretold that 
the Meſſiah ſhould make reconciliation for | 


(3) If, Iii, 5, 
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* Ach. Juſtification by faith alone is anlo- 
ther point of doctrine, neeeſſary to be 
contended for, of which — re; it is 
artienlus flantis vel cadgntis ceclaſin, the 
church ſtands or falls, as ſhe maintains 
this point of faith. As our juſtification 3 
before God, is an affair of, the utmoſt im- 
portance, ſoit concerns us to be well in- 
ſtructed in the nature thereof, and the 
manner of obtaining it. That we are 
ſinners, and have need of pardon, and 
ſomething to recommend us to the favour 
and acceptance of our offended maker, 
(in which fenſe we underſtand juſtifica- 
tion here,) I preſume needs no proof to 
evince and ſupport; but the grand q neſ- 
tion is, how, or what muſt obtain this? 
Aik the unconverted world, the anſweris, 
you muſt amend your lives, and pray that 
God may forgive you, &c. Others of this 
claſs will tell you, that you mult be ſaved . 
by your own good works, or not at all; 
(miſerable comforters theſe to poor finners, 
whoſe righteouſneſſes are but as filthy 
rags.) Some again will tell you, you 
muſt do your beſt, and Chriſt will ſupply 
your(c defects. But it is evident, that all 
theſe, 


() Dan. wi 24. (a) 2 Cor. v, 19. (5) 2 Cor. v, 21. 5 


that erer Nee or "they"; give no 


ention to that they ave; therefore that 
we may receive information more ſafelß 
to be relied on, let us alk counſel at the 


es d Geck 


The great prea cher to che geneiles, in 
his epiſtle to the Romans brings in both 


jew and gentile, (under which two claſſes 


he com end the whole world,) guilty 


before God, for all have ned and come 
hort ef the glory of God. (c) How does 


this appear? By the ſpeculum of the law, 
whoſe purity and ſpirituality is ſuch, that 


it not only condemns the imperfections of 


life, but alſo the impurity of the heart, 
and calls for truth in the inward parti. 
Such is the extent of the righteous pre- 
cept, that it not only takes cognizance of 
the more flagrant fins. of life, but de- 
nounces a curſe againſt the minuteſt miſ- 
carriages, from our birth to the day of 


our death. And ſo ſevere and inflexible 
in its exactions that it can diſpenſe with 


nothing leſs than perfect love, iſſuing in 


_ univerſal, uninterrupted, and uniform o- 
| bedience. | 


Does the apoſtle from hence direci us 
to legal duties in order to avert the curſe, 
and obtain pardon? Nothing leſs; for by 
the law ig the knowledge of fm, therefore by 
the deeds of the law, ſaith he, there /hu!l 
no ie eſb be Jufti ified i in his fight. (4) For G, 

C 


: haih 
"09 Rom. in, 23. (4) Rom. fi, 20. 5 


Ache dens of the pe ry an N 
tive law, that God can be juſt, act in 
fe conſiſtency with bis eſſential attri 
butes of holineſs 17 0 2a:-j 79000 5 4 
ee e oe = 
the ing of the — aga 8 

the phariſee ag e K is ex. 
701 Bx 5 law, of works ? Nays but 
by * law of faith. And ROMs both jew. 
and gentile, profeſſor and profane, maſt 
alike apply for ſalvation wn — —_— be 
made pariakers W ugh Mig: in 


ied — fa; \ ki 
| out the deeds of the law, — — to . 
Paul's concluſion, hat becomes of goad. 
works? Will not the world charge us 
With being promoters of profanity, aber. 
tors of fin, and enemies to good works? 
Very poſſible, they generally talk moſt af 
good works, who are moſt barren in the 
production thereof. But, do we then male 
void the law through faith? Do we ſet aſide 
the neceſſity of good works? God forbid,. 
we efrabliſh-the law, both the au 


purity, and the end of it: by defending. | 


that which the law atteſts ; by pointing 
out Chriſt the end of Is and by ſhewing 


how 


(a) = | ili, 252 26. 
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d theſe are the doctrines fignit 


2 ronftantly, that 
5 Divo belibwn 3 
rt; for 2 worked 5 


* An * 1 

This 18 the Faith Enee delivered t the 
thereby, and which it becomes the child- 
ren of God earneſtly to contend for, oh 
the following accounts, which is the ſe- 
cond poirie Propotie to be. enquired ine, 
VIZ. Gs.” 
2d. Why this faith, or fack 400 


muſt be contended Kr? ot in of 


It is preſumed little need de mid, in Mt 
nifeſtin why theſe doctrines muſt be con- 


tended for, the former head being attend- 


ed to; in which it appears, they are doc-- 


trines inculcated by the Holy-Ghoſt, not 


anterſperſed here and there, but being as 
it were the ſubſtance of every page in the 
ſacred volume. They are truths, and the 
truth is worth defending, for its own in- 


trinfic excellency ; and whoever appears 


on the fide of truth, will aſſuredly come 


off conqueror, nam magna eft veritas, et 
 prevalebit. They are divine truths, and 
to give them up for the ſake of any world- 


ly emolument, "reflects diſhonour on the 
authority rec ording them, and deſerved- 


ly expoſes ſuch ſelf-ſecking creatures, to 


C2 the 
050 Tit, iü, 8 (e) Ga. wy = © 


| - to build our a 
The fall of man oppoſed, 


of man's nabe in 


rejected, the. neceſſity; of reger 
ißt aſide, man's natural pride altered — 5 
-houriſhed, and the love of God as ener- 
ciſed towards us in ou lapſed ſtate, great- 
1y diminiſhed ; which riſes the higher in 
Ggvity and excellency, by how much the 
lower its object is ſunk in fin and miſery, 
Chriſt is thought to be of Iittle uſe, to a 
2 who ſuppoſes himſelf poſſeſt of a 
perfect nature, and has abilities fifficient 
to work out a righteouſneſs that may re- 
.commend him to God, and give him a 
rightful claim to life and glory. Hence 
it comes to paſs that Chriſt is made this 
thing, or that thing, a partial. Saviour by 
ſome, and by others, no Saviour at all; 
a mere man, a demigod, inferior to che 
father, ſuperior to the ſpirit; 35 with many 
other ſuch blaſphemous notions, and o- 
pinions, of this N perſon, as ma- 
dern divinity vends, and propagates. His 
blood, tho of infinite value, and with 

which he has purchaſed. the charch; (a) 
is vilely trampled: upon, and lighted; 
and that everlaſting righteouſneſs which 


he has wrought out I. a perfect and N 
"a 


(a) Acts XX, 28. 
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ol 3 aud nate — 5 opinions, 
_ altogether ſubverſive of truth of th 
goſpel, utterly pernicious to the . 
of man,.and liſhonourable to the perſon 
and character of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
The whole need not a phyſician, faith our 
Lord, the ſaying is true, be that ſoundneſs 
real, or only imaginary; and why is Chriſt 
ſo little ETOP and ſought ee, Be- 
cauſe the god of this —. blinds 
minds of them that believe not, and their 
hearts being hardened by fin, an awful 
' delirium hath ſeized upon them, and un- 
leſs the phyſician whom they deſpiſe, and 
refuſe to ſeek unto, ſhall in the abundance 
of his mercy, appear unſent for to their 
relief, and favour them with ſome ſalu- 
tary medicine, their 1 0 will Rarry 
them to everlaſting death. 


3d. Nor be leſs zende and Sha in 
contending for the doctrine of ſalvation 
by grace; the glory of the redeemer ſtands 
inſeparably connected therewith; as this 
is neceſſarily conſequent upon the truth 


of the former. If man be poſſeſt of a 


perfect 
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TEN b nat be an Tells kale, | 
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ion of: 1 underfan 
15 e l 1 ew wars 
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feriprares fay, it bebovel br 0 
and that wr Hout the Hedi oof al, even 
Ars blood, chere ie nn remfion of 2 0 
That glory Which is due to Chriſt a * 
conferred upon che works of our he. 
hands, if ſalyarion be not of grace; ant” 
ri ig breouſneſs; namely. that ri Cheeonufacks . 
Wehr muſt render us atceptable to God, 
come by the law, then is Chrift dead in vain. 9) ; 
Vindicate the injured honour of your | 
Redeemer therefore, in aſctibing all your 
ſalvation to him; glbry not, Jave e m the 
erg of cur Lord Je fs Chrift. 12) What are 
Four own' good Works, but as a morning * 
cloud, which is quickly diſſipated before 
"the rifiti> fun, or as the early dew, which 
as ſoon drunk up and exhated by the in- 


tenſeneſs of his beams! Whereas the righ- by 


teouſneſs of Immanuel is perfect and com- 


pleat; fully anſwering all the demands 


no * 


of the law, and every way fitted to fe- 
| commend the. believer, His blood is the 
nt * ranſom 


(a) . 8 6 + 8 00 Gal, ü, 21. 
a) Gal. vi, 14. | | | | 


cb. Laſtly, rae(t] — TEIN for: the: 

122 . it is the fairh [hoy hang 
ed to the ants. Nt: viz. in all a | 
the beginning af the world, 1 
the ſacred pages, and by the l 251 
apoſtles ſent extraordinarily by Cahn to Wy, - 
frac his ſainte, his choſe 7. — : 
knowledge of thoſe things t belong 0 
their peace. Whatever the doctrines 
men have been, the doctrines of the plel⸗ 4 

ſed God, have always been the 1a 
Chriſt as the Saviour of ſinners, Wag 
preached in the earlieſt ages of time, and 
ſhall ſtill be made known as the. Saviour” - 
of his peo ple, until the. le: feed ſhall 
be fully . in. The devil will al- 
ways attempt to obſcure the glorious truths 
of the goſpel, by ten thouſand diabolieal 
arts and ſtratagems. But as he is a liar, 
and the father of falſhood, it becomes the 
diſciples of Jeſus to be zealous and ear- 
neſt in defending the truths of God, a- 
5 gainſt all the fallacies of this ſubtle de- 
ceiver. The generality of the world has 
in all ages oppoſed the bleſſed doctrines of 
the goſpel, yet has the Lord marvellouſly: 
defended his own cauſe, and that by means 
that appeared moſt contemptible in the 
eſteem of his adverſaries. thought it 


need= 


we 


(e) Job xxxili, 24. 


1 ate, (as it ſeems to Be implicc' 4 - 1 
Will be greatly oppoſed, and er "i IR 
| perverted. Some, as if the apo n 
ay, will reject the whole ph wh "of ave | 
trines this faith comprehends; 3 "oth 1 
will adulterate, ſoften, and ens ph this 
faith, to fuit the ID 4 de. 
generate a the 
ciples of Chriſt, . ſervants of che eg 
God, earneſtly contend for this faith; that © 
the truths of God may be preſerved. in- 
violate, the Redeemer may be honoured, 
and your own peace may be preſerved. 
For theſe and ſimilar reaſons brethren, 
keep your ground, attend the apoſtolic 
exhortation, and earneſtly contend for 
this faith, once delivered to the — 
But it is time I ſhould haſten o the t thr 
wing propoſed, . 18 0 


zd. How this faith may be beſt con- 
N tended 1 


It is renale chat the 3 _ 6 
our Lord's aſcenſion, and — deſcent of 
the Holy Ghoſt, was ſo rapid in its pro- 
greſs, notwithſtanding all the oppoſition it 
had to encounter both from the jewiſh — 4 
pagan world; all the apparent diſadvan- 
tages that might impede the ſucceſs thereof, 


tuch as the — of the doctrine, the 
e 0 


= 
RY 
„ k 
# 


, * n - * 8 2 
"4 ny as * 2 — — 
= anne ͤ —— wg — — 9 — - 
— 
* 3 
's K 


— 


— — ER — 5 
— — 2 2 REES 
OST, IRS EEE 
- 2 3 — = 
= 


* 


, nes "x * 23 * 
— — 3 i, "2% —— — 
2 4 yogi roy 

—— * ——ů 2 — mt md, 
L a F 2 * 
2 — 2 - 
AF * 


— 

— 

22 
— I 
— "OW — 
— . : 

i * 


. 

& 

HF 

— o 

s £ (. 

4 ts 0 

.& EE 
I 

. 8 F 

Cl SS | 4 

#6 © © 

l JAY - 

_ l 2 

EW 

7 1 

1774 
9 7 F 
= *: 1 
1 * o 

, * 

4; fi N 
1 8 

; 3 BRED 
| 1 
Ns 47 : 
0 u. ; 
* 1-0 

WS: 

FO HERS - 
21 $ | 
= ” ' 
8 'B& 

* 145 
* . 4 1 
* ö 
oo £3 123 

Cs — 

9 * 7 3 
1 N 
5 197 

4 V 

* 111 

» + 
- k 

pf 35 o 

7 £5 " 190” 

1 $1. . 
ae 
Fi : s 
* by. - * IB: 

N ; . 
10 
11 

4 
N 93 
3 
4 1 
* 19 
« 7 
2 2 
4 
* J 
1 
* 5 
Wy 14 
4 
141 
oy LUI x 
1 

; 43 ; 

11777 
52 . 

5 ®* , 

* 2 7 8 
0 

| 
\ $4. 
[i bt 
4 
4 
9 
1; 
- my 7 

: : . 

! | 

s 

7. 

| - . 

x 

{ g i 

1 
** { 

by * 1 
5 15 
* 

* fi & 
: ! 
. 
37 
: . 
(ITY 
1 J. 
4 
$1 
1. 


Aw 
"0" 
— 


— wt 
; N r d A = 24 * - 
$T% * 0 4 1 x * 5 e 
4. Nie A 8 Pg 
— 


b vy 
„ — a A £ 
. 
" % ; 


w—_— 


i EIS; 


_ — as 
© IIA BS AC IRR AF oe 


9 
a — "Ee". — ——— iT 
bi w= 


6 n = 1 . 


A 
rug, BA 


4 * 1 a a — 
Ws &” # Pas * * 8 * 22 — 
r 
# A 8 FL," a . N - 
: 8 * 
— — — — > _— - 
r 2 — — — — 


— — — - = = — 


0 


— WW * * 

* hy T_T I. 
© we n . 
. 


2 
* * 
- ” — 
4 - LY 


bers 101 ion 154 bee 1 ag 155 $ 7 : 
think. words of Ly de taken Nh. 4 3 


e th  bave they © not 


hr way, where, | he { *Y 
he err ſaund went tato all _ . 


1 


an 1 their Words unto the end 
the world. (a And how was this effeted | 
N t by the force of War, pes; the deſtruc- 
tive ſword, as was the deluſion of Mahom-. 1 
med that noted. impoſture; but by means ol 
which beſpoke its authority, .and Oo ON 
ver remain a Ranging . cadence. of 3 7 
truth. 5 * 2 
Nor is the faith we ſpeak of to be con- 1 
tended for, by n means and methods un- „ 
Parey of its HaGf hor. N | 
„ no perf e ; theſe are megns 
ate to the deluſion of a Turk, Ir the 3 
ſuperſtition of a Papiſt, but are altogether 3 
unbecoming the name of Proteſtant 3 ern - 4 
el inquiſitions may be tolerated in 12 2 
benighted natiens, the peaceful ſpirit has 
' deſerted ; but may this Nand, theſe king- a 
dom. long enjoy 0 10 liberty, and preſerve OD 
that peace (under the mild and gentle 3 
Ka of our illuſtrious prince, whom God | 
erve,) which ſo much contributes to 3 
Ane gelen) of the ſub; jets, and is ſo be- . 
daming the diſciples of "the prince of PEACE. 
mJ 1 . 


i; 


| 81. 1 


2 * : i 3 k % 


g che . Siop che 1 an 155 — 
ther poſlible way. Not preaching. Hhem- | 
ſelves, not ſeeking their own honour, or 
. to make gain of the goſpel; but as Kith- 
ful ambaſſadors'of Chriſt, tolay open the 
whole counſel of God, commending themſeluet 
to every man's conſeience inthe 7 of God. (a) 
I, faith Paul, brethren, when I came unto you, 
came not with excellency of ſpeech, or of wiſ= 
dom, declaring unto you the teſtimony of God; 
or I determined not to know any thing among 
. you, ſave Jeſus Chri rift, and him crucified. (b) It 
is certain, this is not the way to prefer- 
ment, and worldly honour, for what was 


True in the dark ages of paganiſm, is not 
0 now; ſoothing and flattery pro- 
* cureth friends, but honeſt dealing will 
© expoſea man to contempt and hatred 10 
But bleſſed Paul, moved by none of the 


1 2 before, and were / amefully intreat- 
ed, as ye know, at Phillipi, we were bold 

in our God to ſpeak unto you the goſpel ofiGod 

with much contention. (d) May this great 

. apoſtle be a pattern' of preaching, both 
for me, and all who ſucceed him, in that 

important work. : 

2 


(a) 2 Cor. iv, 2. (6b) 1 cor. i i, 18. (c) Namque 
hoc tempore, obſequium amicos, veritas odium parit. 
Terrent. (4) 1 Theff, ii, 2, 


and unchriſtian-like contentions, = 
are often productive rather of ani 3 
good for the wrath of man wworketh not 
the righteouſug(s of God. (d) But by a calms» 
loving, 'yet firm and unmoved vindication 
of the truth, as it is in Jeſus. Never be- 
ing aſhamed of the cauſe, nor deſerting 
their profeſſion on account of the pauei 
of its defenders, or the multiplicity of i its 
oppoſers. Nor do I mean that every pri- 
vate perſon ſhould become a champion in 
verbal diſpute; a bad defence of the truth, 
is often prejudicial to it ; but let all be rea- 
dy to give to every one that aſteth a reaſon 
of the hope that is in him, an anſwer, with 
meekne/s and fear. (a) And that you may 
defend the truth the more firmly, and ſuc- 
ceſsfully, never fight but Kr 4 ford 3 
hand, Imean, keep your eye on your bible, 
and let the foundation of every argument 


be, it is abritten, and let it be aſcertained 
withpa thus ſaith the Lord, 


2d. There is axtother way by whine it 
becomes the children of God to defend 
the truth, and contend-for the faith once 
D 2 1 de- b 
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nl « ever be oppoſed by 2 the 2 4 
d it will always be the portion of choſe 
vrho defend it, ny — male- treated on the 
account of it. This we are taught te en- 
ct; by our Lord who himſelf is the truth, 
*s they hate hated me, they will alſo hate 


. you, of they have — me, they wilt ” 


_ alſo perſecute you. (b) And John the Belov- 


well aſfured that if we Jufer with Chriſt, , 
we hall reigu with him (d); and whoſo- 12 


ed apoſtle faith, The world knoweth us 2 
becanſe it knew not him: (e) But undi. 


mayed by any thing that vou can ſuffer 
for the truths ſake, be it in name and 
character, in ſubſtance and poſſeſſions, or 


even death itſelf, be ſtrong in the Lord, 


and in the power of his might; being 


ever faith HE, confeſſeth me before men; 
him will I confeſs alſo denn = fine 
which is in heaven. E 


l Theres is yet one t wayi in which | 
he faith ſhould be contended for, ind 
that is, by a converſation agreeable to dur 
pr rofeſſion. Chriſtis moſt mortally wound- 
ed in the houſe of his friends; none are 


ſo great enemies to the cauſe of God, as 
thoſe 7 


(3) John xv, 8 ( c) ; John iii, x. (% 2 Tin. 
ii, L 2. (e) Match. x, 32. . I 


Aae Gaved To grace, nor works, 8 3 "i 
appear to be of. your father 77 de 11, 

whole ſervice ye axe engaged in. TH ebeft 
defence. of the faith of the goſpel, is : life 
ſuited to the. precepts Ty ſpirit of the 
_ goſpel; an humble deportment, 4 "1 
converfatiog, a frank, open, and lovitig- 
behaviour, mortifiedneſs to the world; and 
ſelf- denied obedience. Thus do ye. my 


brethren, contend for the faith one e deliver- "a 2 | 


ed to the n ene IL 
5th. Laſtl this aich! is to £3 contended © 
for earneſtly, 7 not only as wreſtlers were 
"wont to contend in the Grecian ares in 
alluſion to which the inf dired v 
ſometimes ſeemed to uſe 3 - 
with ſtill greater exertion of ſtrength and 
reſolution of ſoul, as we are uſed to ſay, 
for life and death. Uſe your ſkill, uſe 
your. ſtrength, be 8 be wary, let 
your words be ſeaſoned with grace, and 
let your whole walk be as it becometh 
the Boſpel 6 Chriſt. has” 
A 


The 


$ * 


(a) i , a word uſed no where eic in the new > - Ha 
teſtament. The emple verb ſignificat certamina propoſita, . 
qualia ſunt inter athletas; ſed compoſitio illultrior eſt, 
et ſignificat, certare cum  furamo ſtudio. Aret7: » 
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i Shan . 
aged ub feeling the ſalutary influ- 
ence of thoſe truths upon your own hearts, 

1 Jo contend for, as recorded i in your bibles. 

Religion in theory, is generally ſhort in 
duration, unſtable in its poſitions, and un- 
fruitful in its productions. But the true 

race of God is an incorruptible 8885 it 

| Hveth and abideth for ever, riſes by op- 

preſſion, dilates by erſecution, and be- 

comes productive 2 fruit that redodnds 
to the glory of its author. Me” 


2d. You are exhorted my brethent to 
contend for the faith, that is, the — 
ture-doctrines mentioned above, butT ad- 
viſe you to be earneſt with God, that you 
may experience the truth of them, and 
then you'll defend them with greater cer- 
tainty. Pray that you may be made ſen- 
fible of the depravity of your own nature, 
and humbled under that ſenſe of it, that 
you may ſee and feel the neceſſity of the 
blood of Jeſus, and from a confcioiiſnels 4, 
of the inſufficiency of your own e oF 
; neſs, may ſee the need of havinig the righ- 
r teouſneſs of Cbriſt imputed to you for your” *, 
III . Veſted with vr hich, you may "3 
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ea aviour t to thee. 


thee in 5 
thee, LIVE. hy 1 
Ton and ſubſtance, all are 5 


out reſerve. Has tl ar la 
ſaved thee, a poor hel II de erving creature? 
O tell of his love to ot gers, point him out 
1 0 taſte and 6 
is the man 
that My n Jaw: Lx was i in erh and he 
helped me; I was poor and had nothing to 
recommend me to his acceptance, yet be.” 
kindly took me in. O behevers, let your 
life ſpeak his praiſe, let all who ſee and 
hear, and know you, be conſtrained to ow _ 
_ that God is with you, and that you are 
influenced by the ſpirit of Jeſus ; 1o, will, ® 
the truths of the goſpel be defen led 


— 2 


Wa ef 
3 a 3a 3 
Li * ond” v2 
a 2 * 
ee 
5 3 


= 
— -- 


— we 
— 
re 


— 


. * 
| 
] 1 p 
i 
15 $4, 
1 10 
13 6 
* 


2 


W i) - : NY DEER EY I TIS. Ml | '&/ _ 
* . 5 5 j { . ST \ f 
| HOP of y 2 * * . 1 Wie S 3 7 
12 ' . * 1 - q in. 1 . 5 * 1 
i => n Nr *t 
1 . , k * \ 8 


— 


— — 1 — 


= 


— 


- 


. 


1 


WW 


— — — 


; * 
i þ 

7 Wi 

, * 


7 
i 
' 
* 
i 
» 
* 
, 
1 
1 
" 


„ 
n 
1 


, : \ : 7 W 
N 83 Z Lo 1 BY 
* » . Py — p * x M LS & 
2 ; 1 EET "= 5 tes 


